Telangana Government and Tech Mahindra
Collaborate to Launch 'Blockchain District
Accelerator Program'
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Empower startups to solve business problems by driving innovation powered by

Blockchain

Hyderabad — 19" February, 2020: Tech Mahindra, a leading provider of
digital transformation, IT and business re-engineering services and solutions
announced today the launch of the T- Block Accelerator, the inaugural
accelerator program for the Telangana Blockchain District in partnership
with Government of Telangana and IBC Media, an innovation management
company. The launch event was organized at Tech Mahindra Infocity Campus
in Hyderabad and was well represented by government dignitaries,
blockchain startups, educational institutes and members from the developer

community.

The event was graced by several dignitaries from the government including
Hon'ble Shri Jayesh Ranjan (Principal Secretary of Industries & Commerce

and IT Dept, Telangana Government), Hon’ble Smt Rama Devi (Officer on



Special Duty (OSD), ITE&C Department, Government of Telangana) and other

leading senior corporate executives from the industry.

The launch of T-Block is a step in continuation of Telangana Government’s
endeavor to make Telangana as the ‘Blockchain Capital of the World'. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) had been signed between the
Government of Telangana and Tech Mahindra to this effect in 2018. This
initiative is aimed at startups that have a strong blockchain use-case; thereby
accelerating the start-up growth and therein contributing to the growth of

the overall industry.

Jayesh Ranjan, Principal Secretary ITE&C Department, Government of

Telangana, said, "The state of Telangana is committed to its vision of
positioning Hyderabad as one of the leading Blockchain cities of the world. We are
happy to set in motion the first edition of the T-Block Accelerator program. This
accelerator will be a torch-bearer to multiple future blockchain accelerators in
the country and we are excited to partner with Tech Mahindra to identify and

promote innovative blockchain-based solutions to solve real-world problems."

Through this initiative, Tech Mahindra, will enable creation of an ecosystem
which will empower startups to solve tough business problems for clients
across diverse industry verticals. The Telangana Government will help
provide the required regulatory framework to enable and promote

Blockchain growth.



Rajesh Dhuddu, Global Practice Leader, Blockchain, Tech Mahindra,
said, "As partof our TechMNxt charter, we at Tech Mahindra have been bullish in
our efforts to expand blockchain adoption in India and globally. Our partnership
with the state government for the Telangana Blockchain District stems from our
desire to build a world-class support infrastructure for blockchain startups and
make Hyderabad a destination of choice among several new-age entrepreneurs
and blockchain evangelists. We look forward to successfully running the T-Block

Accelerator and building the public blockchain ecosystem in India."

Raghu Mohan, CEO, IBC Media, mentioned, "We are very excited to partner
with Tech Mahindra and run the T-Block Accelerator program for the Telangana
Blockchain District. As a company driven by the potential of emerging
technologies, sustainable growth and the entrepreneurial spirit, we, at IBC Mediaq,
strongly resonate with the vision of the Telangana government to foster
innovation in India and are excited for the possibilities. On behalf of the startup
fraternity of India, | am proud that an Indian State Government has taken such a

progressive step"

The registrations for the T-Block Accelerator will be open from February 3,
2020 with a one-week boot camp, followed by a four-week-long intensive
training programme. Participating startups will receive mentorship and
guidance from leading experts in the startup and blockchain space. The
programme includes workshops, presentations, discussions, and assignments

designed to impart the practical knowledge required to build relevant



blockchain products with real-world applications.

If you have an interesting Blockchain Use case and want to join the T-Block

accelerator Program, visit - http://blockchaindistrict.telangana.gov.in/tblock

About IBC Media

IBC Media is an innovation management company, co-founded by Raghu
Mohan, CEO and Kaavya Prasad, COO in 2018. The company runs
technology-driven open innovation programs for technology firms,
corporates, governments and investment firms. The nature of our offerings
include developer/Startup programs for large scale entities to connect with
agile and innovative small scale tech startups and innovators, Technology led
events that create commons spaces for all industry stakeholders to have
meaningful dialogue and advisory for fundraising and growth for startups in

emerging tech.

Our ongoing programs include an emerging tech developer program called
Genesis Developer program, International Blockchain Congress- one of the
world's biggest blockchain conference, Aeternity Blockchain Accelerator
which is a blockchain specific accelerator with a cohort of 25 startups with
investment in 5 startups of up to 100,000 USD and the Microsoft Century
Program, an enterprise- startup connect program between large scale OEMs
and Sls for sourcing cutting edge solutions in blockchain, powered by

Microsoft's global blockchain division.


http://blockchaindistrict.telangana.gov.in/tblock

For more details, please visit - https://ibc.media/

About Tech Mahindra

Tech Mahindra represents the connected world, offering innovative and
customer-centric information technology experiences, enabling Enterprises,
Associates and the Society to Rise™. We are a USD 4.9 billion company with
125,700+ professionals across 90 countries, helping 941 global customers
including Fortune 500 companies. Our convergent, digital, design
experiences, innovation platforms and reusable assets connect across a
number of technologies to deliver tangible business value and experiences to
our stakeholders. Tech Mahindra is the highest ranked Non-U.S. company in
the Forbes Global Digital 100 list (2018) and in the Forbes Fab 50 companies

in Asia (2018).

We are part of the USD 21 billion Mahindra Group that employs more than
200,000 people in over 100 countries. The Group operates in the key
industries that drive economic growth, enjoying a leadership position in
tractors, utility vehicles, after-market, information technology and vacation

ownership.
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